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The Love that Our Children Need

Christina Wong, Principal

The month of March brings with her the transition from winter
to spring amidst erratic weather conditions. Parents dropping their
children off for school always pull the clothes more tightly around
the young ones. Such is parental love: unfailing and attending to
details. As | watch the students step onto the school grounds, my
mind is brought to a time many years ago---

On a wintry afternoon, a Primary Two boy stood at the gate of
a primary school in Sham Shui Po. He remained there for a long
time, refusing to enter the school despite persuasion of the school
workers and other parents. Knowing this, the principal walked
towards the gate, and recognized that the boy, along with his two
elder sisters, were new students who only started attending this
school not more than two weeks ago. He seldom talked. Talking
to this boy quietly, she learnt that he had not had enough time for
lunch that day because he was trying to finish his homework. He
was from a single parent family; his father had gone to work and
there was no money at home for him to buy bread. He did not know
what to do upon reaching the school gate as he was very hungry.
The principal took the boy's small and cold hand in her warm one,
brought him to her office and shared her personal lunchbox with
him. From that day, the boy attended school consistently with
enthusiasm and vigour. What the boy at the school gate needed
was warmth, concern, respect and acceptance; he did not require
admonition and lectures.

* % % * %k * * % %

A child came home in a bad mood after school one day. When
his mother asked him about it, she found out that he had been
detained and scolded sternly by his teacher for being distracted
and not paying attention in class. The child, however, argued that
he was always attentive and responsive in class activities, and
insisted that the teacher had wrongly accused him. His mother
wholeheartedly acknowledged his efforts and empathized with
him; however she knew that her child had recently not handed in
assignments on time and had forgotten to bring his textbook that
very day. She explained patiently to her angry child that people
would form a judgment on us from our behaviour. We would be



criticized if we had been behaving improperly. Therefore, as a
student, he should be grateful for his teacher's teachings and
advice, and reflect upon his own conduct, and should not be
disgruntled, thinking that his teacher was unjust. What our children
need at home are our listening ears, and even more so, our patient
analysis, guidance and supervision; they do not need indulgence.

A small tree in the school ground that used to be without
leaves and flowers bloomed over the Chinese New Year holidays,
and was filled with pink flowers. According to the gardener, the
delightful pink blooms were plum blossoms. The appearance of
these flowers caused some excitement in the school, especially
the Primary Six students, as this was the first time they ever saw
this tree bloom in all their years at this school. Just like a sapling
producing beautiful flowers after many years of patient grooming
and nourishment, children, when given appropriate guidance
and counseling, will gradually develop admirable characters. As
teachers and parents, apart from teaching them according to their
abilities, we must also groom them to be a generation of thinking
and understanding individuals who are able to tell the right from the
wrong, and hence making contributions to the country and society
in the future.
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